Access to Medical Technologies – Global developments
Around the world healthcare systems are trying to find a route to sustainability, while local particularities in the way reimbursement and prices are set leads to significant complexity on showing the value of medical technologies.
MedTech Europe coordinates with other associations and to facilitate market access around the world for medical technologies which have the potential to improve the lives of those who rely on them and need them.
Governments, international organizations and bilateral negotiations are all part of the environment which at the international level all interact to set the policies that impact the access of medical technologies to the markets in the long term.

Korea – Free Trade Agreement
Since 2011 a free trade agreement between the EU and Korea has been in
force – both parties meet on a regular basis to take stock and improve the
implementation of the agreement. Market access questions such as price
control policies and reimbursement mechanisms are a key part of the
ongoing discussions.

Localization: Turkey, China, India, Russia, Brazil

OECD: France

Price control: India

A recent trend in the healthcare field is the push in emerging economies
to develop their own health technology industry – this has led to a number
of localization initiatives which seek to favour local production of medical
technology. However these policies can compromise the sustainability of
health systems and distort the way in which value is captured for medical
technologies.

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development has as one
of its main focus the sustainability of healthcare systems around the world.
OECD seeks to develop and promote policies around procurement in
healthcare – MedTech Europe works with OECD to enhance the value in
healthcare systems.

Last year the Indian government introduced a set of price controls on
stents in the Indian market and is now considering to expand the price
controls to other medical technologies. As part of the EU-India dialogue
MedTech Europe has raised the question with a view to finding a solution
which reflects the value of these technologies for the Indian market.

MEAT – A model for procurement: Brussels

Reference pricing: Russia

Opening of new Market: Iran

Procurement models are discussed all over the world – MedTech Europe
has developed the Most Economically Advantageous Tender procurement
model which is relevant not only in Europe but also as a means of
enhancing value in healthcare for health systems around the world.

The Russian federation seeks to set pricing controls based on references
prices gathered through customs declarations. MedTech Europe works
together with the Russian Association IMEDA to address the concerns that
arise from the system which can compromise access to health
technologies within the Russian healthcare system.

With the easing of sanctions access to the Iranian market is becoming
simpler – in dialogue with Iranian authorities, MedTech Europe is working
to facilitate access to the Iranian market while at the same time an overall
expansion and modernization of the Iranian health system has become a
priority in Iran.

